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AMERICAN INTELLIGENCE. 

ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 

Treatment of Carbuncle by Pressure . By M. L. Bennett, M. D., 
of Burdett, N. Y. 

Mr. J. D. consulted me November 19, 1869, for a carbuncle on the back 
of the neck over the second cervical vertebra, which had first appeared 
a week before, but presented no sign of opening; the diameter of the 
tumour was three inches; it was quite painful, so much so that the patient 
could not sleep. I advised pressure by means of adhesive strips applied 
concentrically, commencing at the margin of the tumour with narrow 
strips overlapping each other slightly, until within half an inch of centre, 
which space was left for the discharge. The other sides were treated in 
the same manner. 

November 21. Bound tumour an inch in diameter, and discharging from 
ten small openings, | of an inch in diameter. He said he had been free 
from pain since I applied the pressure, and was able to sleep ; the strips 
were very loose ; applied new ones. 

23d Carbuncle reduced to the size of an ordinary boil; the integu¬ 
ments soft and yielding ; the ten small openings spoken of in last visit 
had consolidated into one large one, the size of a dime, and discharging 
freely of pus ; reapplied the strips and ordered a poultice of soap and 
sugar to be applied to the part left bare of adhesive strips. 

25 th. Swelling nearly gone; the dead tissue easily detached, leaving a 
cavity large enough to receive a good-sized horse chestnut; reapplied the 
strips, requesting him to use the poultice as before ; saw him again in four 
days ; the swelling was all gone and the opening nearly healed. 

This mode of treating carbuncle, as recommended by Dr. O’Ferrall, 
of Dublin, Dr. John Ash hurst, Jr., of the Episcopal Hospital, and others, 
should, I think, supersede all other methods. It relieves the patient of 
pain and cures in less time than incisions, and at the same time avoids 
the risk incurred in making incisions on aged persons. 

Clot in the Heart during Parturition . By W. F. Sanford, M. D. ; of 
Green point, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

At 6 A. M., Nov. 30th, I was called to attend Mrs. A., an apparently 
healthy woman, aet. thirty-four, who had not expected to be confined until 
two or three weeks later. She has three living healthy children, and her 
previous labours were said to have been perfectly normal. Her friends 
informed me that for many weeks she had been in a very melancholy state 
of mind, and strangely firm in the conviction, in spite of all reasoning, 
that she should die in the expected confinement. I found her tossing 
wildly about the bed in a most hysterical manner, and wishing to be let 
alone “to die.” She struggled violently to oppose an examination, but 
after much trouble I succeeded sufficiently to find the os uteri slightly dilated 
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and the head presenting. There was considerable hemorrhage, with no 
visible cause, excepting her violent tossing, but this soon ceased as the 
head descended. 

As the severe bearing-down pains came on, she was more quiet, and at 
9^ A. M. she was delivered of a dead child, well formed, but evidently for 
many hours lifeless. I then learned that she had had a “ slight fall” two 
days previous, since which time she had “ felt no life.” 

After the delivery of the “ after-birth,” which gave a little trouble, the 
uterus contracted well, and the patient was quiet and apologized for her 
strange fears and behaviour. I left her about an hour after the birth of 
the child. As she was very weak, though feeling well, I ordered brandy 
to be given her in small doses often repeated until she became stronger. 

Soon after reaching home word came that she was still weaker, and I 
ordered spts. ammoniae aromat. to be given with the brandy until I could 
return. At 11.30 I again saw her. She was raving and tossing about 
the bed in a most violent manner, complaining of severe pains in her back, 
and wildly gasping for air. I examined the uterus, fearing internal hemor¬ 
rhage, but found it hard and small. I then gave her large doses of mor¬ 
phia, but with no effect. Finding this fail, I put her under the influence 
of chloroform, which quieted her readily, and as she recovered from its 
influence she was much better, and I left her at 1.30 P. M. 

She remained comparatively quiet, but complaining of much pain, until 
about 4 o’clock, when she eagerly wished me to be sent for. I found 
her in a most alarming state, shrieking for help, and gasping for breath ; 
face livid, and covered with cold sweat. I again gave her chloroform, but 
soon stopped, as it seemed to excite motion. She was then, as her friends 
expressed it, “ more quiet and like herself” than since the first hour after 
her delivery. But about 5 o’clock she had a slight convulsion and died 
comatose. 

Post-mortem made with the assistance of Dr. Van Gieson, twenty hours 
after death, revealed a most characteristic, ante-mortem , fibrinous clot in 
the right ventricle of the heart, making also a complete cast of the pul¬ 
monary artery for an inch and a half, and finally completely cutting off 
the supply of blood to the lungs. 

Intra-uterine Meningeal Apoplexy , caused by Violence at Seven 
Months , producing General Paralysis f Talipes Calcaneus of both Feet , 
and Deformity of both Hands; Death one hour after birth by Apncea. 
By Charles A. Leale, M.D., Fellow of the New York Academy of 
Medicine, Physician to N. W. Dispensary, New York, etc. 

February 22, 1870, I was called to attend Mrs. A., aged 33, multipara, 
whom I was told had been in labour for several hours. On arrival, the os 
was found to be dilating, and the patient was having moderately severe 
uterine contractions. Upon a second examination a few moments after, the 
os was found well dilated, and I endeavoured to diagnosticate the presenta¬ 
tion, but found presenting a soft tumour, about seven inches in circumfe¬ 
rence, through which could be felt the cranial bones, but not with suffi¬ 
cient exactness to satisfy me in regard to the particular portion presenting, 
so I determined to wait a proper length of time for nature to reveal the 
secret. After waiting half an hour, and as no progress had been made, I 
gave pulv. secale cornuti 5j i n infusion, which, in about fifteen minutes, 
increased the uterine contractions sufficiently to expel the head of the 



